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CK Magazine is a quarterly publication of Christ the King 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. It is edited by 
Kelly Fanning, printed locally and provided free of charge to all 
parishioners. No commercial advertising is accepted.
Christ the King Catholic Church is part of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and is located at 8005 Dorset Dr. in Nichols Hills.

 It's hard to believe that Easter has 
already come and gone. I hope that all of you 
had a prayerful Lent and Holy Week. I would like 
to thank all of those who worked hard to make 
our liturgies so beautiful and meaningful during 
this holy time. It certainly was an exciting Lent! 
Who would have thought that Pope Benedict 
would retire and then we would have a new Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, all within a month's time. 
It just goes to show that you can never predict 
the will of the Holy Spirit. There is always a great 
deal of excitement at the beginning of a new 

pontificate. Pope Francis's style will certainly be 
different than Pope Benedict's, but that's part of the beauty of the Church—that it 
encompasses people of all different cultures and tastes. Throughout history each 
Holy Father has brought his own emphasis to the papacy. Pope Benedict's was 
certainly theology and the sacred liturgy. Pope Francis's early emphasis has been 
on the poor and gospel simplicity of life, but he has many more years to go, and 
it's too early to tell what his lasting legacy will be. We rejoice in his election. Let us 
always remember to pray for him.
 Another blessing of Easter was the fact that we confirmed over forty new 
members of the Church, which is awesome. It's always edifying to watch the 
excitement on the faces of the newly confirmed as they come into full communion 
with the Church. Let us also remember to pray for them. Springtime brings with 
it many wonderful rites of passage and spiritual rites as well. First Communion, 
graduations, Mother's Day, Father's Day, weddings and baptisms are all important 
milestones in the life of faith.    
 It's hard for me to believe that I have been your pastor for six years now. 
Hopefully I will get a few more! They have been six wonderful years, and when 
I look back on all that we have accomplished together I am amazed. One of the 
things that we should be excited about is that this summer our parish will have 
a seminarian intern for the first time in a long while. Christopher Brashears is a 
student at the North American College in Rome and will be staying in our parish 
for eight weeks this summer. Among other things, he will be helping me in the 
marriage tribunal so he can learn more about Canon Law. When I find out the  
exact dates that he will be here, I will let you know. Please remember to pray for 
more vocations, especially from our own parish. May God bless you all as we 
begin a new springtime together, and may we NOT have any more hail storms!

Dear ParishionersStaff
Directory
PARISH OFFICE

Pastor
Rev. Richard Stansberry 
Business Manager
Patrick Cullen
     patrick@ckokc.org
Communications
Kelly Fanning
     kelly@ckokc.org 
Membership, Scheduling
Jayne Clarke
     jayne@ckokc.org
Music Ministry
Edwin Day, Director/Organist
     edwin@ckokc.org
Bob Shull, Assistant Director
     bobshull99@yahoo.com
Nursery
Becky Cornelius, Coordinator
     nursery@ckokc.org 
Religious Education
Jenni Butch, Director
     jenni@ckokc.org
Cindy Rice, Secretary
     cindy@ckokc.org
Senior Adult Ministries
Pam Cullen, Director
     pam@ckokc.org
Kathy Arambula, Secretary
     kathya@ckokc.org

SCHOOL OFFICE

Karen Carter, Principal
     kcarter@ckokc.org
Amy Feighny, Asst. Principal
     afeighny@ckschool.com
Robert Crump, Asst. Principal
     rcrump@ckschool.com
Helen McBennett, Secretary
     helen@ckokc.org
Vanessa Pierce, Financial Secretary
     vanessa@ckokc.org
Linda Airington, ½-Day Pre-K Director
     lairington@ckschool.com
Mary Schrantz, Advancement Director
     mschrantz@ckschool.com

O God, who in your providential design, willed that your Church 
be built upon blessed Peter, whom you set over the other Apostles, 

look with favor, we pray, on Francis our Pope 
and grant that he, whom you have made Peter's successor, 

may be for your people a visible source and foundation 
of unity in faith and of communion.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen

Cover Image: ALBERTO PIZZOLI/AFP/Getty Images
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Dallas Gambrell has accepted a po-
sition as Organist and Music Direc-

tor at Holy Family in Lawton. We are 
sad to see him go but wish him all suc-
cess and happiness. Be sure and thank 
him for his work at CK. And if anyone 
out there is looking to buy a house in 
Yukon, give him a call!
 Mr. Gambrell's departure means 
that CK School has an opening for a 
PreK-8th grade full-time music teacher 
on its faculty. If you know someone who 
should apply, encourage them to do so. 
Christ the King is a great place to work. 
The faculty and staff are all dedicated 
professionals, the campus is beautiful 
and the students are wonderful. For 
more information, call CK School Prin-
cipal Karen Carter at (405) 843-3909. 

music teacher needed

The search for Christ the King's next 
youth director is ongoing, and we 

need your help. Spread the word about 
the position, and pray that the right 
candidate will learn about the job and 
be moved to apply. Pray, too, for our 
search committee, that they be guided 
by the Holy Spirit throughout the pro-
cess. 
 A special thank you goes to Joyel 
O'Neal, who has been acting as interim 
youth coordinator. God bless you! 

Youth Director
Search Continues

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
Christ the King Vacation Bible School 

commences June 4-7, 2013 
from 9a.m.-Noon

Volunteers Needed!
Adult and youth volunteers are needed 
to share the love of Jesus! Volunteers 
who rotate through stations as chap-
erones during this incredible week will 
receive a complementary t-shirt and 
other fun goodies. Childcare provided 
for children under age 4, and volunteer 
service hours are available. Register for 
VBS and to volunteer by scanning the 
QR code with your smart phone, or 
visit www.ckokc.org/vbs-registration.

Students of the parish who are en-
tering 5th-8th grade at any school 

are asked to bring their hands, hearts 
and minds in service to our community 
during a week of work and fun, June 
3-7, 2013. Check-in is at 8:45am each 
morning. 
 On Monday through Thursday ac-
tivities will conclude at 2pm. On Friday 
everyone will go to Frontier City until 
4pm. The cost is $45 per student, and 
parents are asked to help out by vol-
unteering one day for each child reg-
istered. If you have questions or need 
more information, contact Joyel O'Neal 
at (405) 476-2659 or joyeloneal@
gmail.com. Registration deadline is 
Monday, May 13, 2013. 

A WEEK 
OF SERVICE AND FUN

Congratulations to the following 
Christ the King Scouts for earning 

their Ad Altar Dei medals:

Shane Dolan
Jacob Edwards
Thomas Klein
Chris Labarthe
Bryan Quigley

Lucas Schrantz
Patrick Williams

And congratulations to the following for 
earning their Parvuli Dei medals:

Kyle Cowden
Thomas Hosty
Adrian Jimenez

Max Kriegel
Connor Quigley

Jack Turk
Matthew Williams
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"You will never see how much faith 
and hope one can have until you have 
gone to Piura. Faith has helped them 
get through hardships in their lives 
and to hope for a sign of help. The 
people there are very grateful for what 
they have, even if it is only a house or 
just a bed. Meeting my adopted fam-
ily was a rewarding experience, and it 
was incredible to see how close they 
were and how much they appreciated 
the smallest gestures of kindness. After 
going to Piura and helping all of those 
people I think that if we have less pos-
sessions, then we would love others 
more and see that kindness is a very 
powerful force in the world."

Ryan Jones

"Of all the emotion I experienced this 
week, nothing can compare to the pure 
happiness I felt each and every day in 
Peru. Every person I encountered there 
radiated an indescribable joy; one that 
I’ll never forget. Despite the hardships 
of their lives, these people are the hap-
piest and most faithful people I have 
ever met. When you are with them you 
can’t help but feel happy too. This goes 
to show that happiness is not found in 
money and other earthly objects; true 
contentment comes from the Lord." 

Laura Gavula

The Gavulas meet the Guzmans

A group of high school students from 
Bishop McGuinness spent their 

spring break on a mission trip to Piura, 
Peru. A few of our parishioners share 
their reflections on the experience.

"Words cannot capture the feeling of 
being on a mission trip in Peru. This 
trip was filled with so much love, and 
it was very simple to find Christ in ev-
ery face that we saw. From setting up a 
woman’s baby shower to delivering the 
Family-to-Family packages of food, we 
got to truly experience their lives. One 
of my favorite activities was handing out 
clothes to people along the side of the 
road. It was amazing to see the look on 
the peoples’ faces when they received 
a new hat or shirt that they weren’t ex-
pecting. It was also an incredible ex-
perience to go to Mass every single 
day. The Peruvians put Christ at the 
forefront of their lives and arrange their 
schedules around Mass instead of the 
other way around. Being in the pres-
ence of such great faith helped me to 
explore my own. I would definitely take 
the opportunity to go again, and I would 
encourage anyone waivering on the 
idea to take the plunge, because it is 
an experience that I will never forget."

Liz Kornfeld

If you would like to learn more about 
Christ the King's mission in Piura, 

Peru or are interested in going on a 
mission trip in the future, please con-
tact our Peru coordinator, Sue Ryan, at 
sryan1702@mac.com.
 
Father Joe Uhen, pastor at our sister 
parish in Piura, Peru, will be honored 
as the Notre Dame Club of OKC's Per-
son of the Year at a special banquet on 
May 5, 2013. 

Spring Break 
2013

Piura, Peru



5

Advancement Director, Mary Schrantz
Securing the Future of Catholic Education at CK

Christ the King School welcomes 
Mary Schrantz to the staff as our 

new Advancement Director. 
 Mary and her husband Kurt, a 
geophysicist with Chesapeake, have 
been married for nearly 26 years. They 
are the proud parents of Ricky, who is 
in physical therapy school at OU Health 
Sciences Center; Kathryn, who is study-
ing for her masters in forensic psychol-
ogy at UCO; Lizzy, a fashion design 
and theater major at OSU; Christina 
and Veronica, both students at Bishop 
McGuinness; and Lucas, who is going 
into the 8th grade at Christ the King. 
Mary is passionate about Catholic edu-
cation and has worked hard to ensure 
that all of her children attend Catholic 
schools from Kindergarten through 
high school.
 Mary attended Catholic school 
in Butte, Montana, and she received 
her bachelor of science in accounting 
at Montana State University. She has 
served as bookkeeper and business 
manager at Sacred Heart, St. John 
Nepomuk, DanceMakers and St. John 
Episcopal School. She has volunteered 
extensively at Christ the King, McGuin-
ness and St. Charles, where she led 
their annual school development drive.
 Mary will develop an alumni data-
base and activities to keep our gradu-
ates connected to one another and to 
Christ the King. She will also establish-
ment an annual fund to secure the fu-
ture of Catholic education at CK.
 If you are a former student of CK 
School, we hope you want to stay con-
nected. To ensure that we have your 
correct contact information, please 

email Mary at mschrantz@ckschool.
com. Be sure to include what years you 
attended, so we can connect you with 
your classmates.

A Word from Mary About
New Opportunities

Allow me to introduce myself. My name 
is Mary Schrantz and I am the new Ad-
vancement Director here at Christ the 
King School. Most may know me as 
mom to Ricky, Kathryn, Lizzy, Chris-
tina, Veronica and Lucas, which is my 
favorite job! For many years I have en-
joyed being a volunteer in the Catholic 
schools that my kids have attended, 
and I am excited to continue doing that. 
But I am also very excited about my 
new opportunity with Christ the King 
School. 
 It is a wonderful time for new op-
portunities for the school and the whole 
Christ the King community. The position 
of Advancement Director was created 
to help our school continue its tradition 
of excellence in education by develop-
ing a longterm plan to keep in touch 
with our parents, students, grandpar-
ents and alumni and create opportuni-
ties for advancement, growth and con-
tinued success. One of the first ways 
that I would like to accomplish this is 
to catch up with our alumni. Christ the 
King is a growing, vibrant community, 
and we owe our success to the alumni 
families who have helped to build the 
strong faith foundation which contin-
ues today. We want to know and cel-
ebrate what our alumni are doing. And 
we want to keep our alumni informed 
about all that is happening at Christ 

the King School. I know that there are 
many parents and grandparents who 
graduated from Christ the King and 
now have children and grandchildren 
here. Please help me spread the word 
that we are looking for our alumni!
 Please take a moment to com-
plete the alumni information form and 
mail it to:

  Mary Schrantz, Advancement Director 
  Christ the King Catholic School
  1905 Elmhurst
  OKC, OK 73120

 You can also email your infor-
mation to mschrantz@ckschool.com 
To submit the form online, visit www.
ckokc.org/ck-school or scan the QR 
code with your smartphone. If you have 
any questions, please call me at (405) 
843-3909.Thank you for your help and 
support. Go Knights!

ALUMNI INFORMATION

Title   First Name   Last Name   Maiden Name (if different)

Address       City    State  Zip

Occupation    Employer     Month/Day of Birth

Home Phone   Cell Phone     Years Attended Christ the King

I am a CK School Graduate

Spouse's First Name  Last Name    Years Spouse Attended CK School (if applicable)
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On May 11, 2013, the following children of the parish will receive their First 
Holy Communion during the 5pm Mass. Please join us in praying for these 

young Catholics as they celebrate this milestone along their faith journey. May 
God bless them with abiding faith, hope and a deep love of the Eucharist.

Addison Emily Banes
Rachel Elizabeth Benson

Braedon Kyle Black
Eileen Virginia Burger

Elizabeth Lauren Carter
Christopher Jackson Cassil

Drew Henri Chansolme
Julia Langlois Coats
James Ronald Coyle
John Brennan Dolan

Daniel John Duff
Jane Elizabeth Marie Ertl
Katherine Marie Fletcher

Paxton Whitfield Ford
Gabriella Sophia Gasbarra

Brandt Anthony Haag
Andrew Rollow Haave

Ethnie Nicole Henderson
Reid August Henderson

Gretchen Elizabeth Ishmael
Brett Thomas Jacobs

Maxwell Anthony Keller
Abigail Grace Kelly

Sara Evelyn Kemether

Thomas Jackson Kraman
Olivia Dawn Laforge

Caroline Elaine Lawton
William Ryan Leonard

Jacob Evan Moad
Reese Nicole Parks

Avery Elizabeth Payne
London Cooper Redmon
Conner Vincent Resetar
Atticus Layne Richard

Case Allan Richter
Reese Lauren Roberts

Armando James Rosell, Jr.
Alyssa Katherine Schmit

Brody Paul Smith
Ava Kaye Sottong

Kyla Ann Spain
Katherine Reid Sparling

Dane Eric Tefertiller
Anna Isabelle Turk
Banton Jane Ward

Victoria Bo Whitbeck
Kelly Marie Willis

Abigail Vanessa Wright

Holy Communion may be received 
on the tongue or in the hand and 

may be given under the form of bread 
alone or under both species.* When the 
minister of the Eucharist addresses 
the communicant with the words "The 
Body of Christ," "The Blood of Christ, 
the communicant responds "Amen" to 
each. When the minister raises the eu-
charistic bread or wine, this is an invi-
tation for the communicant to make an 
Act of Faith, to express his or her be-
lief in the Eucharist, to manifest a need 
and desire for the Lord, to accept the 
good news of Jesus' paschal mystery. 
A clear, meaningful, and purposeful 
"Amen" is your response to this invi-
tation. In this way, you openly profess 
your belief in the presence of Christ in 
the eucharistic bread and wine, as well 
as in his Body, the Church.

From "Handbook for Today's Catholic"

* "Species" means outward form. Holy 
Communion may be in the outward 
forms of bread and wine.

First Holy Communion
May 11, 2013 at 5pm

Each year the graduating high 
school seniors of the parish are 

recognized at Mass. After Mass they 
and their immediate families are invited 
to the Parish Center Atrium for a spe-
cial brunch in their honor. Please pray 
for these young men and women as 
they embark upon adulthood, higher 
education, career and family. May 
they always remember their home in 
the Catholic Church and find strength 
and direction as they continue to seek 
union with God.
 Have more children in the house-
hold? Make sure the parish records are 
accurate and up-to-date by contacting 
Jayne Clarke at jayne@ckokc.org.

High School
seniors honored

Sunday, May 5
at 10am MassGrace Amundsen

Caitlin Hendee
Michael Mlady

Pablo Baiocchi Lora
Trysten Henderson

Bridget Novak
Jim Bishop

Austin Hopfer
Baylee Perkins

Theresa Bodman
Eric Hughes

Alexander Linh Pham
Alexa Browning

Ross Jacobs
Jessica Pozo

Michael Cardenas
Ryan Jones

Anna Romano
Cody Chancellor

Cara Kelley
Ashlea Roukat

Preston Coleman
Elizabeth Kornfeld
Madison Saldivar

Leo Corbett
Danny Krenger
Preston Selby
Angelina Curiel
Madeline Lilly
Alex Skelton
Jack Downs
David Love

Ransom Smith
Christine Farha

Tyler Lucas
John Stickler
Caitlin Farris
Ady Lunardi

Hayden Terlip
Erin Fitzpatrick
Amelia Maidt

Sarah Tonseth
Brent Gawey

Samuel Marino
Katie Tubbs

Chris Harned
Stephani Mc Kenna

Nicole Voss
Coit Hay

Maris Mills
Anna Williams

Congratulations
Class of 2013
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serving through their senior year
Ninteen shining examples of dutiful ministry

Alexa Browning
Michael Cardenas
Cody Chancellor

Leo Corbett
Jack Downs
Brent Gawey
Austin Hopfer

Eric Hughes
Ross Jacobs
Ryan Jones
Liz Kornfeld

Danny Krenger
Sam Marino

Michael Mlady
Jessica Pozo

Ransom Smith
Alex Skelton
Hayden Terlip
Katie Tubbs

Anna Williams

To show his appreciation for their dedication, Fr. Rick honored the following 
altar servers at a dinner at the Rectory on April 28th. Archbishop Paul Coakley, 

who was here for the SGU and CK choirs concert, stopped in to say hello.
 Fr. Rick and the parish are deeply grateful that these students have contin-
ued in the ministry of altar server through their senior year. Thank you, and may 
God bless you for your dedication. We pray that the fruits of your service may 
bring you an ever-deepening faith and closeness to God.

Retiring servers joined Fr. Rick at a dinner in their honor on April 28
(not pictured: Alex Skelton, Brent Gawey, Katie Tubbs, Ransom Smith, Michael Cardenas)

Why I Served Through Senior Year
and why you should, too
(Hint: it's not about going to Six-Flags!)

"It was fun, and I got to 
be a part of the Mass"

Ryan Jones "We were able to grow 
closer to God and serve 
the community we've been 
a part of for so long"

Sam Marino"It helped me maintain 
a good relationship with 
God as I head to college."

Michael Mlady

"I felt really involved 
with the Mass, and 
it was fun."

Austin Hopfer

"It helps you awaken 
something deep inside 
you."

Leo Corbett

"I think it's important 
for people our age to 
have an interactive 
aspect of our faith"

Eric Hughes

"It's a nice way to fully en-
gage in the Mass and give 
back to our community."

Jack Downs

"It's a good hands-
on way to practice 
your faith."

Ross Jacobs

Fr. Rick's annual altar server apprecia-
tion trip to Six-Flags will be on Wednes-
day, May 29th. Sign up by May 10th. Visit 
www.ckokc.org/six-flags or scan the 
QR code with your smart phone.

Summer
Bible
Study

The conflicts of the early Christians in 
Corinth are in many ways similar to our 
struggles today as Christians. With di-
visions, immorality, persecution, and 
other trials of the faithful, the message 
of St. Paul to the Corinthians is a much-
needed message for our own times. 
Watch the Sunday bulletin or call the 
RE Office at 843-4766 for more infor-
mation.

http://biblestudyforcatholics.com

Wednesdays at 1:30pm
June 19-August 21
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The St. Lawrence Ministry of Christ 
the King provides direct assis-

tance to needy individuals and families 
through help with rent and utility pay-
ments, food and other material assis-
tance, such as repairs and prescrip-
tions. In 2012, SLM received 4,211 
calls for assistance.
 SLM also provides assistance to 
other charitable organizations. Upward 
Transitions (formerly Travelers Aid) 
calls on CK SLM for help in provid-
ing bus fare to families trying to leave 
Oklahoma to avoid abusive situations. 
Several times a year Catholic Charities 
calls on CK SLM for help with funeral 

expenses or other desperate situa-
tions. Most of the time, the funerals are 
for men that have been executed by 
the State but whose families cannot af-
ford a funeral. Donations in such cases 
usually amount to $100 per request.
 Christ the King's support of the 
BritVil Food Bank allows us to refer 
some SLM clients to them for regular 
assistance. Since BritVil has refrigera-
tion, they offer clients meat and frozen 
vegetables, as well as fresh fruit, bread 
and milk, items that Christ the King is 
unable to stock in its food closet.
 The parish provides SLM with a 
monthly stipend of $800, in addition to 

the free-will donations received from 
parishioners and other supporters. 
Grace Fellowship has helped Christ the 
King for many years by giving food gift 
certificates to CK SLM for distribution 
to our clients. Christ the King parishio-
ners prepare and serve a meal for the 
homeless in cooperation with Grace 
Fellowship at Wiley Post Park each 
month.
 CK SLM has provided sizeable 
donations to Sister BJ's Pantry for the 
homeless, St. Patrick's Juan Diego So-
ciety, and Holy Angels' St. Vincent de 
Paul Society.

institutional stewardship

Alcoholics Anonymous
Birth Choice of Oklahoma

BritVil Food Bank
Camp Shiloh

City Rescue Mission
Good Shepherd Catholic School

Grace Fellowship Ministry to the Homeless

Greater OKC Chamber of Commerce
Infant Crisis Services

Jesus House
Little Flower Clinic

Micatokla Mission in Guatemala
North Highland Elementary

Oklahoma American Veterans
Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting

Oklahoma Catholic Women's Council
Oklahoma Fellowship of Catholic Men

Oklahomans for Life
Sisters United and Pros for Africa

Sr. Sponza's Teach Peace Foundation
St. Peter's Fellowship

Students Against Drugs and Alcohol

Christ the King parish gives financial support to the following charitable and civic organizations on a regular basis:

4%

18%

16%

10%

52%
238 households

50 households

68 households

73 households

26 households

●OG&E   ●ONG   ●Water   ●Rent   ●Misc.

St. Lawrence Ministry 2012 ANNUAL REPORT

Free-Will Donations Received

January ............ $3,669.00
February .......... $4,142.00
March.................. $839.00
April ................. $2,920.00
May .................. $3,777.00
June .................... $600.00
July .................. $4,814.89
August ........... $26,375.00
September .......... $950.00
October .......... $13,123.28
November ........ $4,975.00
December ........ $7,037.00

Donations: ..... $73,222.17

Stipends:.......... $9,600.00

Total Income: . $82,822.17

Assistance Paid Out

Q1 .................... $9,282.57
Q2 .................... $9,319.65
Q3 .................. $12,706.22
Q4 .................. $13,733.86

Total: .............. $45,042.30

Paid Outs by Category

OG&E ............ $23,238.20
ONG ................ $4,663.84
Water ................$7,113.49
Rent ................. $8,296.05
Misc.: ............... $1,730.72
   (medicine, repairs, etc.)

Pounds of food delivered from food closet: 6,015 lbs. to 155 households
Food gift certificates distributed: $2,060.00 to 177 households ($1,680 in certificates provided by Grace Fellowship)
Parishioners provided Thanksgiving dinner to 34 households

Operating Expenses: $274.78
  (postage, website fees, etc.)Figures do not include special earmarked 

donations for named parishioners
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1. No more checks to write or envelopes to find
2. 52 weeks of predictable income for your parish
3. Greater security than cash or checks
4. No cost for you to participate
5. Online control of your offertory giving, including special collections
6. Reduction of envelope and postage expense for Christ the King
7. Less work for our parish office staff to post contribution records
8. Offertory cards enable you to witness your gift of treasure and attendance at Mass
9. Earn credit card points for your offertory gifts
10. Father Rick does!

Ten Reasons to Make Your Offertory Gift Through Faith Direct:

We use money, pay bills, and make 
contributions in different ways to-

day than in the past. ATM machines, 
automatic debits for bill payments, and 
the use of credit cards for purchases 
over the Internet give us all a variety 
of options that once were not avail-
able. These new approaches are con-
venient, safe, and a great help to the 
many of us who choose to take advan-
tage of them, as well as to those orga-
nizations or companies with whom we 
do business. It's a different world today 
in which people appreciate many differ-
ent options. In keeping with the times, 
Christ the King is offering to make it 
much easier to fulfill your very gener-
ous stewardship commitments to our 
parish and the wider Church.
 In April we introduced Faith Di-
rect, a new way for you to support our 

parish offertory. Of course, enrollment 
is voluntary, and there is no fee to you 
associated with the use of Faith Di-
rect. Faith Direct enables your family to 
make your parish contributions through 
either direct debit to your checking 
account or through your Visa, Master 
Card, American Express or Discover 
credit cards. No more writing checks 
(or forgetting to!) or searching for enve-
lopes on the way out the door. Now you 
can apply the convenience of direct 
debit to your parish offerings in much 
the same ways as you may now use it 
to make your mortgage, car or tuition 
payments.
 With Faith Direct, Christ the King 
will gain predictable cash flow that will 
help us with planning our parish needs 
and programs. Faith Direct also offers 
you personalized offertory cards to 

replace your envelopes for the collec-
tion basket. This is especially helpful 
for school patrons who are establish-
ing that they attend Mass at Christ the 
King.
 Faith Direct will save the parish 
money, because expenses associated 
with the envelope system (postage, 
the envelopes themselves, processing, 
etc.) are avoided, and Faith Direct takes 
care of your end-of-year tax statement. 
Many parishes and their members 
around the country have experienced a 
"win-win" with Faith Direct. If you find 
this program to be appropriate for your 
family, please enroll by responding to 
the mailings you received, or visit www.
faithdirect.net to enroll securely online. 
Our parish code is OK550.

Optional Automated Giving makes parish support easy

How Does It Work?
Following the month in which you are 
enrolled, Faith Direct will begin debiting 
your specified account on the 4th or 15th 

of the month (or the next business day) 

for your offertory gift and/or other col-
lections. You will receive confirmation 
on your bank or credit card statement, 
a complete statement for tax planning 

purposes at the end of the year, "offer-
tory cards" to demonstrate your parish 
support, and you can set up access to 
your own individual account online.

Christ the King is Grateful for your Support
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When we made plans back in Janu-
ary for a trip to Italy over Dori’s 

spring break, little did we know what 
was going to be happening when we 
got there!
 Our experience with the new pope 
started on the evening of Wednesday, 
March 13th in Florence. We were in our 
apartment about 7:15 in the evening, 
getting ready to go out for dinner.  All 
of a sudden the bells in the Duomo 
(the cathedral about two blocks away 
from us) starting ringing. And it wasn't a 
short set of peals, but a sustained and 
joyous ringing. I remarked that it was 
an odd time for the bells to be sound-
ing, and Dori said, "Well, let's turn on 
the TV. Who knows, maybe we have a 
new pope." The first station we found 
was Italian, of course, but it showed 
the chimney at the Vatican with white 
smoke coming out! Soon the other 
churches in Florence joined in the ring-
ing of bells, and Dori and I forgot about 
dinner and were glued to the TV. As we 
talked later with people who were in St. 
Peter's Square that night, we learned 
just how much anticipation there was 
for that moment. Many people had 
been standing out there in the chill and 
rain for most of the day and were ex-
pecting one more puff of black smoke 
to end the evening.
 Once we learned that the Instal-
lation Mass was going to be on the fol-
lowing Tuesday, March 19th, there was 
no question whether we would be go-
ing! We were able to catch a train from 
Florence to Rome the night before, and 
it wasn’t too hard to get a hotel room for 
the night. We were glad to have gone 
to World Youth Day in Spain in 2011, 
because it prepared us for the crowds 
we met in St. Peter's Square. It's the 

kind of situation that will challenge the 
meek of heart. We arrived at the square 
about three hours before the Mass was 
to start and, as politely as we could, 
pushed our way in along with everyone 
else.  
 The crowd was lively and animat-
ed to say the least, and there were a 
few tense moments when people tried 
to push their way to a better position. 
But once Pope Francis started driving 
around the course laid out in St. Pe-
ter’s Square, everyone got really ex-
cited and concentrated on following his 
route. People at home watching all of 
this on TV no doubt had a better view 
than we did, but we were very close to 
the spot where Pope Francis got out to 
hug the disabled man. The happiness 
on Francis’ face was evident – he sim-
ply radiates holiness!
 The next image of the pope that 

we saw on the monitor was from in-
side the basilica, where he went down 
to pray at the tomb of St. Peter. With 
everything going on around us I must 
admit that it was hard to concentrate 
all of the time, but there were moments 
where I felt an intensely prayerful at-
titude all around us. This was one of 
them. I reflected on the weight of the 
responsibility that Francis must have 
felt at that moment and how this hum-
ble man could only have taken it on by 
surrendering to God's will. I thought of 
how often we pray for the pope in all of 
our liturgies. After this experience, af-
ter seeing him in person, after seeing 
his holiness and his humility, praying 
for him will take on more meaning than 
ever.
 Fortunately, before Mass they 
passed out liturgy books for whoever 
wanted one. They were printed in Eng-
lish, Italian, and Latin. It really helped. 

The crowd was pretty loud and unfo-
cused before the liturgy started, but 
once it got going it was amazing how 
we all joined in with the prayers. Even 
though much of the crowd was Italian, 
I heard several other languages be-
ing spoken, and there were flags from 
more nations than I could count. We 
truly are a catholic (universal) church!
 The liturgy started outside with 
the bestowing of the woolen pallium 
and the fisherman’s ring. Both have a 
long and rich tradition. The pallium re-
minds us of the Pope’s calling to follow 
Christ as both the Good Shepherd and 
the Lamb of God, who offers himself for 
the salvation of others – a calling which 
all of the baptized share. From now on, 
whenever I see the pallium on a bishop 
I will think of him as carrying the lost, 
lame or weak sheep around his shoul-
ders.
 The fisherman’s ring symbolizes 
the pope's following in the footsteps of 
St. Peter, the fisherman apostle. Peter 
followed Christ in faith first by “putting 
out into deep water” to catch a load of 
fish that nearly swamped his boat and 
then by walking away from everything 
he had in order to be with Jesus.
 It was interesting for me, as a 
deacon, to follow along with the Mass. 
A moment that really touched me was 
when the Greek Orthodox deacon pro-
claimed the Gospel in Greek. What a 
warm and ecumenical gesture on the 
part of Pope Francis to include this in 
the liturgy.
 Communion was a special time! 
Priests and seminarians fanned out 

Dori & Deacon Jim Smith experience papal installation

Pope Francis waves to crowd after installation Mass

Continued on next page

Pope Francis facing statue of 
Mary, Mother of God

Deacon Jim and Dori Smith in Rome
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from around the altar to all corners of 
the square with their ciboria full of the 
Body of Christ. They were accompa-
nied by other men with open umbrellas 
so they could be spotted in the crowd. 
People flocked to the communion min-
isters, hungry to participate in the Eu-
charist. Fortunately, at this point people 
were a lot more respectful about mak-
ing room for others than they were 
before Mass started, and there were 
plenty of hosts to go around.
 After Mass we had the pleasure 
of having lunch with Deacon Brian 
Buettner from St. Mark’s parish in our 
archdiocese.  Brian is studying in Rome 
and will be ordained to the priesthood 
this coming June in Oklahoma City. 
After lunch Brian took us on a tour of 
the Pontifical North American College, 
where he lives along with about 250 
seminarians from all over the United 
States. Brian is a delightful young man 
and a wonderful host. Following the 
tour, we had a little time to walk around 
Rome, grab some gelato (no day in 
Italy is complete without it!) and then 
catch our train back to Florence.
 Although we don’t know any more 
about Pope Francis than someone 
who has read the many articles written 
about him recently, getting to see him 
up close and personal and see how he 
interacts with the people will give us a 
special feeling of closeness to him for 
the rest of his papacy. His concern for 
those who are poor and vulnerable in 
society, symbolized by the name he 
took as pope, is a wonderful model for 
the rest of the Church. 

Continued from previous page

As soon as they recovered from the surprise of 
Pope Benedict's resignation announcement, 

parish staff under the leadership of Fr. Rick began 
formulating their plan of action for the new pope's 
election. Customs, canon law and courtesy would be 
the order of the day. At the signal dictated by canon 
law (white smoke from the conclave chimney), Op-
eration Bunting was implemented. All maneuvers 
would be launched simultaneously: ringing the bells 
(unless the signal comes after dark), hanging gold 
and white bunting over the church door (Thank you 
to Loy Bowman for making the bunting!), and spread-
ing the news via website, Facebook and Twitter.
 The staff were having lunch together to say 
farewell to departing youth director Willy Fontanez, 
and conclave coverage was airing on the restaurant 
TV. As soon as the white smoke appeared, cheers 
erupted in the restaurant, and the staff leapt into ac-
tion, paying their bill first, of course.

Operation Bunting

Parishioner Deborah Gavula remembers the day Pope Francis was elected. 
"I was blessed by a precious 'Godmoment' to be at church during Operation 

Bunting with my camera! I loved hearing the bells and seeing all of the excitement 
in the school and church. I took a picture of Father Rick as the bunting was being 
hung (above) and another of Father with the 8th graders after the announcement 
of our new pope (below)."

Chris Labarthe, Ryal Reddick, Lucas Litchfield and Fr. Rick are delighted at the election of Pope Francis

Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio was elected 266th pope 
on March 13, 2013, taking the name "Francis." Parish-
ioner Marisa Baiocchi was confirmed by Pope Francis 
when he was Archbishop of Buenos Aires.
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One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church

Spencer Stone Warren Litchfield Kathie Darr Wesley Sullivant Michelle Hargis

Brent BrewerPeter ScimecaRenee OrcuttMark MillerSteve Bentley

Eric Dedeke

Edward Bowman

Carly Moratto Ashley Feliciano Jonna Cassil Shannon Bickham

Stacy Humbert Frederick Taylor Joyce Welch

More than forty people 
were brought into full 
communion with the 
Catholic Church this 
Easter. It is with great 
happiness that we say 
"Welcome!"



13

One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church

Cody Link Greg Downs Harry Singleton Dusty Darr

John Wadley Mary Muller Corey Lipps Amanda Linz Marilyn Stewart

Eric Money Shelby McCool Ben Williams Joe Mahan Jessica Welch

Elizabeth Brett Tavi Brzozowski Erin Zanotti Wendy Evans Wes Cadena

Not pictured are:
   Curtis Bramlett
   Crystal Edwards
   Jessica Jones
   Matthew McCarter
   Josie Mahan
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Prison Ministry
There are those of us who "talk the talk." We say we're Catholic or Christian, we put the Christian fish symbol on our checks, 
we wear crosses around our necks and have "My Boss is a Jewish Carpenter" bumper stickers on our cars. But when it 
comes to "walking the walk," do our actions conform to our words? Do we go to Mass every Sunday, rain, shine or mara-
thon? Do we love one another when it's not easy or convenient? This is the challenge of discipleship, a challenge which 
Sally Riesenberg faces in a place she never thought she'd go.

Q&A with Sally Riesenberg

How did you get started in prison 
ministry?
I had heard that the inmates at the 
county jail had nothing to read or do 
and wanted to donate some maga-
zines. One of the jail chaplains con-
nected me with Deacon Roy Forsythe 
of St. John's in Edmond. I met with 
Deacon Roy and his wife, Mary, and 
he started our conversation with an in-
vitation to join him just once. He said 
what the inmates needed most was to 
know that someone cared. I was wait-
ing for him to pause so I could explain 
that I didn't want to go to the jail, I only 
wanted someone to take my maga-
zines. But I felt a strong peace coming 
over me and thought, "Maybe I will go, 
just once." I've visited the women at 
the Oklahoma County jail every week 
since, about a year-and-a-half now.
 People comment how they could 
never go to the jail. Well, if I were on 
my own, neither could I. They say they 
would be scared - so am I. They say 
they wouldn't know what to say - nei-
ther do I. They say they don't know the 
Bible well enough - neither do I. They 
say they can't pray out loud - neither 
could I. But what I have learned is that 
if I pray first, God will provide what I 
need to get me through each situation 
and not just get through, but fly through 
beautifully. He provides whatever I 
need to do His will.
 Being totally out of my comfort 
zone, I have learned the true meaning 
of humility, that is knowing that I cannot 
do any of this on my own, so I must turn 
to God, totally trusting that He will give 
me the words I need, open the doors 
that need to be opened and provide 
for whatever He asks me to do. I could 
never take anything like this on without 
knowing that it's God's idea, not mine. 

If it's God's idea, he will provide.

Which inmates do you see?
We see the ones who want to see us. 
Each week they can submit a request 
to meet with us. Probably only ten per-
cent of the people we see are Catholic. 
Some grew up Catholic, some had a 
Catholic family member, some are curi-
ous about the Church, and some sim-
ply know we care and want to talk or 
pray with us.
 Some of the inmates come once, 
others a few times. Some come week 
after week for months. I often feel like 
their mom or a sister. Many I now con-
sider close friends. I have much re-
spect for many of these ladies. Their 
lives have often been lonely and hard. 
Who am I to judge that I would be any 
different if I had grown up as some of 
them have? I admire their determina-
tion to lead a new life, make a new 
beginning. I am no better than these 
women. Often as they tell me of their 
concerns or weaknesses, I feel as if I 
am looking into a mirror. We aren't that 
different.
 I meet women who are a blank 
slate as far as their faith is concerned, 
having no knowledge of faith "basics." 
Others know Jesus well but were in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. Some 
are innocent but don't have the mon-
ey to post bail while they await their 
court date. I meet all types - those who 
dropped out of school in the sixth grade 
because they were raped and having 
their father's baby to those with college 
degrees and successful careers.

What's a typical visit like?
 Each week I fill a big rolling suit-
case full of paperback books of all 
types – spiritual, self-help and good ro-

mance novels along with magazines of 
all types – Better Homes and Gardens, 
Oprah, Ebony, Readers Digest, Gar-
dening, Parenting and so many more. I 
always have several Bible study books, 
as the ladies spend much time in their 
Bibles. They are always eager for help 
in understanding what they are read-
ing.  Sometimes the ladies will have 
Bible studies with their cell mates.
 We arrive about 8:30 a.m. and 
meet my escort downstairs. We go up 
to the ladies floor and we see them one 
at a time in a private room. We visit for 
about 10-15 minutes with each. 
 Each person that comes in gets 
two or three books and some maga-
zines. The ladies love how I always 
seem to have exactly what they want 
or need. I have AA books, books on re-
lationships and grieving.  If I don’t have 
what they need, I make a note and try 
to bring it the next time. They always 
want a Rosary, so I explain what the 
Rosary is and how to pray it. We nor-
mally see around ten to fifteen women.

What about the men?
The saddest for me at the jail are the 
men. I would gladly spend time with 
them, but I don't know that it would be 
the best idea. From what I've been told 
they need to share with and be coun-
seled by a man. There is one male in-
mate that I comfortably visit with, but I 
think that it is because we have known 
each other for a year and he is the 
same age as my children. He was in the 
county jail for more than three years. 
He's 22 years old now and just recently 
was transferred to prison. He was bap-
tized and confirmed while in the county 
jail, and I was greatly blessed to attend 
his confirmation. I would visit with him 

Continued on page 20



EDWIN DAY
MUSIC OF THE HEART AND SOUL

Edwin Day was in the eighth grade 
when his music class went on a 

field trip to Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
in Little Rock, where he grew up. The 
organ was a highlight of the children's 
visit. Edwin remembers, "The Baptist 
church I grew up in had a pipe organ, 
but it was very small and very old. The 
organ at Trinity was unlike anything I'd 
ever seen before. It was a big machine 
with lots of pipes that were 16-32 feet 
tall, and I was fascinated."
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Edwin had been taking piano les-
sons since he was eight years old, 

but as soon as he saw the vast pipe 
organ at Trinity, he had to learn to play 
it. The following school year Edwin be-
gan organ lessons with James Higbe 
at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, and his 
heart and happiness have been tied 
up with music ever since. Higbe went 
to SMU after six months, and Edwin 
began studying under Trinity's interim 
music director, Clark Kelly, a tutelage 

that would last nine years and culmi-
nate for Edwin in a bachelor's degree 
in organ performance from the Univer-
sity of Central Arkansas in 1981 and 
an invitation to study for his master's at 
OU. It was that invitation which brought 
Edwin to Oklahoma that fall, and Okla-
homa has been his home ever since.
 Edwin's musical gift is remark-
able. When he was only 15 years old, 
he became the assistant organist at 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral after having 
studied organ for only one year. During 
his musical education Edwin received 
numerous awards and prizes, and he 
won several state and regional compe-
titions in college. Edwin was among the 
finalists in both the Music Teachers Na-
tional Association and American Guild 
of Organists competitions.
 Faith was an important part of Ed-
win's upbringing. His father, Joel, was 
a deacon in the Baptist church, and 
his mother, Freddie, taught Sunday 
school. The road from Edwin's Baptist 
upbringing through becoming Episco-
palian and ultimately converting to Ca-
tholicism was paved with music. Edwin 
became Episcopalian when he was a 
freshman in college at the University of 
Arkansas. He was assistant organist at 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Fayette-

ville at the time. 
 Edwin's conversion to Catholicism 
in 1985 came two years after he started 
working full-time at Sacred Heart and 
Assumption parishes in Muskogee. "I 
asked the pastor if I had to become 
Catholic, and he said no. But two years 
later, I began the journey to becoming 
Catholic."
 After becoming Catholic, Edwin 
got to know a couple of seminarians. 
He visited his friend, Keith, at Concep-
tion Seminary College in Conception, 
Missouri, and another friend, Joe, at St. 
Meinrad in Indiana. "Word got around, 
and it was surmised that I was thinking 
about the priesthood. Archbishop Bel-
tran was then-bishop of Tulsa, and he 
called me into his office and said, 'You 
ought to think about this.' He extended 
a formal invitation to something that 
had been percolating for a while."
 Edwin entered Conception Semi-
nary College in the fall of 1989. He 
studied pre-theology there before mov-
ing on to St. John's Seminary in Col-
legeville, Minnesota, for theology. It 
was at St. John's that Edwin began to 
experience conflict about how to live 
out his vocation. Edwin knew of sev-
eral priests who were musicians, but 
they were in larger dioceses with more 
priests. Edwin began to grasp that in 
rural Oklahoma pastoral duties would 
force him to give up the development 
of his God-given musical gift—his pas-
sion. He says of the discernment that 
he wasn't meant to be a priest, "My 
vocation director Msgr. Dorney said 
that the Church does not need another 
unhappy priest. Better to have a happy 
organist than an unhappy priest." 
 After leaving the seminary, Edwin 
worked at both Catholic and Episco-
pal parishes before landing at St. Ber-
nard of Clairvaux in Tulsa. He says of 
St. Bernard's, "It was really home for 
me. I formed a lot of close friendships 
there with people who are still my close 
friends." 
 Perhaps his dearest friend from 
St. Bernard's is Rosemarie Gulla, who 
retired last May after 27 years as RCIA 
director. She says, "I was also the first 
receptionist at St. Bernard's, and Edwin 
was a seminarian and lived at the par-
ish one summer. He was skinny then. 
Imagine that!" 
 Rosemarie continues, "When 
Edwin left the seminary, he took jobs 

working at different churches within 
Tulsa—not necessarily Catholic. When 
we lost our music director at St. Ber-
nard's, the staff talked Fr. Jewett into 
hiring Edwin. We all knew and loved 
him. We were very much a tight family 
at St. Bernard's."
 Edwin had been content at St. 
Bernard's for eight years when a priest 
friend in Bartlesville asked him for help 
finding an organist. Edwin says, "He 
was having trouble coming up with a 
job description, so I went online to look 
up some examples, and there was 
Christ the King. I started reading the 
job description, and it really struck me. 
I decided to apply for the job. I sent my 
resume in December and interviewed 
at the end of March. Between, though, 
unfortunately Fr. Ross's niece died." 
Edwin had never met Fr. Ross, but he 
knew his niece, Gail, and her parents, 
Patty and Bill Ross, quite well, as they 
were parishioners at St. Bernard's and 
invited him to the family home for din-
ner often. Edwin played organ at Gail's 
funeral, and Fr. Ross told him after-
ward, "Good job. I look forward to talk-
ing to you later."
 Patrick Cullen was part of the mu-

sic director search committee at CK. "I 
first met Edwin the morning he showed 
up for his audition with the search com-
mittee. He struck me as not being the 
slightest bit nervous. He wanted to see 
the organ so he could prepare before 
he performed. I showed him into the 
church and went back to my office. Af-
ter a while, I remembered that I should 
go back and turn on the lights and air 
conditioning. I will always remember 
my reaction as I walked back into the 

Joel, Freddie, Raymond "Handsome," and Edwin 
"Precious" Day at Sacred Heart

Baby Edwin with his dear mother Freddie Day
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sanctuary: Oh, that's what the organ is 
supposed to sound like! I had no doubt 
we would hire him after I heard him 
play that first time."
 Close friend and choir member 
Stacy Naifeh says of his musical gift, 
"I am in awe of Edwin’s talent and in-
spired by his ministry of music. His tal-
ent illuminates the gift of Mass, and his 
humble spirit makes it a joy to be a part 
of his choir."
 Joanne Hoch also met Edwin for 
the first time on his audition day. Edwin 
struck Joanne as "very approachable, 
friendly and a fine musician." She had 
no idea when she met him that in short 
order she would come to consider Ed-
win her "other son." 
 "Edwin has graced our family's 
holiday celebrations as a member of 
our family. I think Edwin could walk into 
anyone's home and feel at home and 
put everyone at ease. His warmth and 
caring extend to all he meets."
 The connections, the timing and 
how things played out (so to speak) in 
Edwin's applying for the job at CK were 
"a God thing," but that doesn't mean 
the transition was an easy one. Ed-
win had been at St. Bernard's for eight 
years and formed many close friend-
ships. Edwin says of his departure from 
St. Bernard's, "It ripped my heart out."
 Edwin started working at Christ 
the King before his official hire date, 
because of a rash of funerals after John 
Dexter's retirement. Edwin remembers 
those funerals and meeting several pa-
rishioners for the first time.
 He loved Christ the King from the 
beginning, but Edwin's first few months 
were difficult, because he was commut-
ing between Oklahoma City and Jenks, 
where he was trying to sell a house. 
"Fr. Ross let me stay in the rectory. I 
would spend Wednesday through Sun-
day here, then I'd go back and forth be-
tween OKC and Tulsa. That was part of 
the emotional strain...and financial." It 
wasn't until Edwin and his mother got 
settled in Oklahoma City that he was 
able to start making friends. Edwin's 
father, Joel, had passed away in 1996, 
so Christ the King also became a social 
home for Edwin's mother, Freddie. 
 In December of his first year 
at Christ the King, Edwin invited the 
whole choir to his house for a Christ-
mas celebration. He remembers, "Be-
tween my mother and me we didn't 

have a lot of fancy stuff. She had her 
china, but outside of that we didn't have 
enough glassware to throw a party. We 
had some odds and ends and plastic 
glasses. In January for my birthday af-
ter rehearsal the choir said, 'We're go-
ing to give you your birthday presents!' 
I opened up the first one, and there 
was a set of four nice tumblers. Open 
the next box...four wine glasses. I be-
gan to see a theme. Yes, I got eight of 
everything, all matching. It was like a 
shower!"
 Edwin and his mother, Fred-
die, were at the Hoch house for ev-

ery Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter 
and Mother's Day. "That's my adop-
tive family. After I do all those dinners 
I'm always over at George's house for 
a drink and dessert." A self-described 
"strawberries and chocolate freak," 
dessert is his downfall.
 Edwin loves to eat. When he vis-
its Tulsa, he stays with Rosemarie, who 
says, "I have to clear my refrigerator 
and make sure there's no old food in it 
when he comes, or he'll eat it. He won't 
let me throw anything away. I don't 
know how he eats what he does. He 
must have an iron stomach!"
 Some of Edwin's fondest memo-
ries are of a trip to Europe when he was 
able tp bring his "soul sister" Rosema-
rie together with his adoptive family of 
Christ the King. Everyone agrees that 
the trip was wonderful and filled with 
fun memories, like Edwin's sleeping 
through an entire gondola ride in Ven-
ice. But Rosemarie also got the scare 
of her life on that trip thanks to Edwin. 

"We were in Paris, and he twisted his 
knee and was having trouble walking. 
He took some sort of medicine for his 
knee. 
 "He had to return home a day 
early for First Communion at Christ the 
King, so it was his last night in Paris. 
We were in a really nice restaurant in a 
room to ourselves. They had drinks for 
us, and Edwin was sitting at the head 
of the table. He was laughing, and next 
thing you know he falls out of the chair 
and he's not moving. I thought he was 
dead. I thought he'd had a heart attack. 
I was crying. Everybody was jump-
ing up. Then all of a sudden, he came 
back to. It scared the you-know-what 
out of us. I think it was the combina-
tion of the medicine and the alcohol. He 
made it seem like it was no big deal, 
but my heart stopped. He was up, he 
was down, he was out...it was awful. 
Then he was fine! He finished dinner. 
He always finishes his dinner, and he 
finishes my dinner, too, because I can 
never eat it all!"
 George Schluterman remembers 
another instance of travel fun with Ed-
win. "Christ the King is very blessed 
to have the talents of Edwin Day. He 
is an incredible musician. Luckily he 
is a better musician than a navigator. 
I remember in 2004 when we were re-
turning from the trip to Rome, I got to 
the gate for our flight and the attendant 
was waiting for two people, I thought, 
'Okay, Linda Giachino and me.' No it 
was Edwin and my mother. They were 
somewhere in the Newark airport. He 
was supposed to be taking my mom to 
the gate while I waited with Linda for 
her luggage. They finally showed up. I 
have to always kid him about losing my 
mother in the Newark Airport."
 Fun is one thing, but it's when 
times are hard that you really see how 
deep are the bonds of friendship. Edwin 
recalls, "There were several people at 
the nursing home in the room with me 
when my mother died. Stacy Naifeh, 
Dottie Overal, Joanne Hoch, Louise 
Haag, Dee Brown, Dianne Brown, 
George Schluterman...they were all 
there. The first person that came to the 
nursing home was Fr. Rick. After that, 
throughout the day all of those people 
that I named came through, and at 
about 3:00 p.m. Stacy was there with 
me. It was just Stacy, my mother and 

Rosemarie Gulla and Edwin Day in Europe

continued on page 18
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myself in the room when my mother 
started having seizures. Stacy was go-
ing to leave and come back later that 
night, but she stayed from that point on 
until the end at about 10:00 p.m. She 
cancelled all of her appointments, and 
all of the other people came back and 
were there at the end."
 Edwin told himself when he was 
hired that he would stay at Christ the 
King for 10 years, max. "But 10 years 
came and went, then 11, now 12. I've 
had another job offer, and for more 
money. But it's not about the money. 
I'm here for the duration. After I retire, 
Christ the King will remain my parish 
home." 
 When asked what aspects of the 
job are most important, Edwin says, "I 
view it as a ministry. Therefore, every 
single Mass is dedicated to God and 
to helping the people of God worship. 
Then at the 10 o'clock Mass I have 
the added bonus of the relationship 
with the choir and helping them to see 
what they do as a ministry—that we are 

there to honor God and help the people 
worship." Edwin may not have become 
a priest, but he has devoted his life to 
serving God, using the gifts that God 
has given him.
 The liturgy really is where Ed-
win's heart is, which may explain in 
part why he and Fr. Rick work so well 
together. Fr. Rick notes that, "Edwin is 
a true blessing to us in so many ways. 
Primarily because he truly has a deep 
love and appreciation for the beauty 
and reverence of the sacred liturgy. I 
tell him all the time, 'A truly talented mu-
sician like him is harder to replace than 
the priest.' Also he puts up with me and 
is willing to try whatever I ask of him 
and the choir, no matter how hard." 
 Rosemarie appreciates that Fr. 
Rick asks a lot of Edwin. "Fr. Rick has 
really pushed him, and that's a good 
thing. And Edwin by the same token 
pushes the choir. Music is his life, and 
he takes it really seriously. Just as Fr. 
Rick wants the best out of Edwin, Ed-
win wants the best out of the choir. He's 

passionate, and it shows. 
 "Whenever I come to Mass at 
Christ the King, it's just astounding 
what that choir does. Sometimes it's 
easy to take things for granted, but you 
really are blessed at CK to have beauti-
ful music for Mass."
 Edwin is serious about his music, 
but most people would not say he is 
serious in temperament. Rachel Duff 
says, "You can always count on Edwin 
to make you laugh. No matter how bad 
a day you're having, he always has 
some funny story to share! He's just an 
all around great guy!" 
 Edwin was being anything but se-
rious when on the first trip Rosemarie 
took with people from Christ the King 
in 2004 they were walking through 
St. Mark's Square in Venice and mu-
sic was playing. "Edwin and I danced 
through St. Mark's Square!"
 When things get crazy in the of-
fice, as they so often do, Jayne Clarke 
is Edwin's touchstone of sanity. She 

continued on next page
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says of him, "Edwin is a man of quick 
and decisive action." But Edwin's suc-
cess can be attributed in part to the fact 
that he is concensus-driven. When it 
comes to important matters Edwin con-
sults his peers and trusted advisors. 
 "If I have a firm opinion, my 
friends are the ones who can sway 
me. They're like my advisory council. 
If someone tells me we ought to do 
something, but none of them think it's 
a good idea, then it's not going to hap-
pen. But if three or four of them think 
it is a good idea, then I'll go talk to Fr. 
Rick. If he thinks it should happen, then 
it happens. I always have back-up, and 
that's what I tell people: 'I have to go 
talk to other people, I have to talk to the 
boss.'"
 Rosemarie Gulla is the boss 
when it comes to his wardrobe. "He 
wouldn't go clothes shopping without 
me. He has such a wonderful sense of 
humor. He'd have people thinking we 
were a couple, then he'd tell the sales-
man that we were brother and sister, 
saying, 'Can't you see that we have 
the same color eyes?' When we pass a 
cemetery and he says, 'My people are 
buried there,' or he says anything about 
people of color, I say, 'Excuse me? Am 
I not white? Is white not a color?' We 
just know each other and feel that con-
nection. There are no barriers. He sees 
me for who I am, and I see him for who 
he is. It's the purest kind of love...not a 
physical love, but like you'd love your 
own brother." One person after another 
said of Edwin, "He's part of the family." 
Christ the King parish is fortunate in-
deed that Edwin Day is part of the fam-
ily.

continued from previous page

Parishioners who are 
in high school or old-
er and wish to sing 
in the choir or play in 
the bell choir should 
contact Edwin Day at 
848-8397 or edwin@
ckokc.org.

Christ the King needs young adult 
team leaders for our Confirmation 

program. If you are interested in shar-
ing your love of God and your Catho-
lic faith with Confirmation students on 
a monthly basis, please let us know. 
Young adults serve as team leaders for 
small groups, take part in planning the 
sessions, and lead students in service 
opportunities.  Contact Jenni Butch in 
the Religious Education Office at 242-
4522 or jenni@ckokc.org if you are in-
terested or have questions about this 
exciting ministry!

Young Adult 
Team Leaders 
Needed for 
Confirmation Program

Did you know that even parishioners 
must put their children on the CK 

School waiting list? To receive parish-
ioner status and preference, you must 
have attended Mass at Christ the King 
regularly for at least six months, and 
your child must be on the CK School 
waiting list at the latest by December 1 
of the year before they are scheduled to 
attend. You may place your child on the 
waiting list earlier, though. Ms. McBen-
nett says there is one couple who put 
their child on the waiting list while the 
mother was still pregnant. They did 
have to leave some blanks on the form, 
because they hadn't even found out 
the sex of the baby when they turned in 
the application. So, it's never too soon! 
Forms may be found on the school 
website: www.ckokc.org. Just click on 
Forms under the Information tab, and 
you can download the "Student Appli-
cation."

CK School 
Summer Hours
Tues-Thur: 8am-1pm

Each Mother's Day Christ the King 
collects baby items for Infant Crisis 

Services. This year the Baby's Wish 
List includes the following:

Good Start Gentle formula
Good Start Soy formula

diapers (all sizes)
baby wipes
baby wash

baby shampoo
baby lotion

pacifiers
sippy cups & bottles

blankets & quilts
youth toothbrushes & toothpaste

children's books (English & Spanish)

 Infant Crisis Services relies on 
the generosity of people who share a 
belief in their mission—that no baby 
should go hungry. In Oklahoma 23% 
of children live in poverty and are at a 
great risk of experiencing food insecu-
rity. Each month ICS sees more than 
1,200 babies and toddlers, and that 
number is steadily growing.
 Each year ICS spends about 
$332,000 on diapers and formula. 
About half of the diapers and formula 
that ICS distributes is donated by the 
community. These items are always 
in particularly high demand. Financial 
contributions to purchase additional 
formula, food and diapers not received 
through donation are also critical to the 
mission of ICS.
 Bring your donations to Christ the 
King when you come to Mass over the 
Mother's Day weekend, or stop by the 
parish office the week before or after. 
To learn more about ICS, visit their 
website: www.infantcrisis.org.



while the men were waiting to see the 
priest, and he reminded me of my son's 
college friends. I can only say that our 
souls have connected. He wrote back 
after I sent Easter cards to a few of the 
inmates, and our friendship began. His 
mom and I email weekly. He writes to 
me regularly, and I read his letters over 
and over, they're so well-written. He 
wanted to learn Latin, Greek and He-
brew, and I showed up with a college 
Latin textbook. He asked how I knew, 
but I didn't. I just listen to my hunches - 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit. I have 
no doubt that one day he will be a great 
writer. His hope is to get a degree in 
theology and eventually join a monas-
tery. He has taught me the meaning of 
true conversion and the depth of our 
Lord's forgiveness.

Why do you say that the men are 
sadder to you?
There are 1,600 men compared to 600 
women, so the men don't have the 
chance to visit with the chaplin as of-
ten. When we run out of time, that's it 
for the day.
 More than that, though, the men 
are more isolated than the women. 
The women seem to form communities 
more easily, though they have to keep 
up a tough exterior, too. The women 
talk and share, but the men keep things 
to themselves. All of the inmates suffer 
from the complete lack of privacy.
 I am continually amazed at how 
well the guards and staff at the jail han-
dle the challenge of managing so many 
people. I wish everyone would put it on 
their prayer list that greater resources 
go toward improving the jail and pro-
viding for the guards and staff. They 
do the best they can with very limited 
resources. I try to take books for them, 
too. They need our encouragement 
and support as much as the inmates 
do.
 The guards have been especially 
wonderful about the ministry, and I get 
reports that they see a difference in how 
the inmates interact with each other, 
sharing what they have read about in 
a paperback or magazine. One inmate 
has organized a kind of lending library 
or book swap out of his cell, and it has 
given him a responsibility...a positive 
role to play in a place with few oppor-

tuities to take ownership like that. The 
paperbacks and magazines give the in-
mates something of their own when ev-
erything else has been taken away. But 
at the same time, they are great about 
sharing with each other.
 The staff tell me that they find 
the inmates quizzing each other out of 
Reader's Digest, and an older inmate 
with an American history book was ex-
plaining to two younger inmates about 

a part of history. The trustees thank me 
as I pass them in the hall and tell me 
that the inmates want me to know how 
much they appreciate the books. They 
are proud to share with me and with 
each other the knowledge they gain.
 
Are there other inmates who are 
special to you?
One of the biggest blessings of my jail 
ministry has been an inmate I met on 
my very first visit to the jail, Cassan-
dra. Cassandra was one of those blank 
slates. She never knew her father and 
was raised by a mother who always 
told her, “You can’t love the unlovable 
and you are the unlovable.” Since the 
age of 15 (she is now 53) she had 
spent most of her time in and out of jail 
and prison. It was just part of life. She 
had tried to commit suicide, and as she 
said, she "couldn’t even succeed at 
that.”
 Cassandra is a very intelligent 
lady. She decided it was time to turn 
her life around, and after listening and 
reading the Catholic Church made the 

most sense. I watched Deacon Roy 
guide her through the Catechism. She 
was eager to learn, read all we gave 
her and had great questions for us. I 
had the pleasure of seeing her baptized 
and confirmed at the Oklahoma county 
jail. As Deacon Roy would say, she 
was one in a million. In his years there 
only five or six had become Catholic, 
partly because of the time it takes to go 
through the process. Many come and 
want to begin RCIA classes when they 
are out. Not Cassandra. She wasn't go-
ing to wait. She was ready and visited 
us weekly for nine months. She used to 
use toilet paper to roll her hair before 
coming to see us, as she said it was 
the closest thing to going to church she 
had ever had. In a letter, she said that 
God loved her so much that he sent 
Deacon Roy and me into hell to come 
and bring her out. I loved that visual.
 She is now at Mabel Bassett, and 
we write weekly. She leads prayer cir-
cles at the prison, and when my mom 
was sick, Cassandra and her ladies 

would pray for my mom. She will be out 
soon, and I cannot wait to go to Mass 
with her. Her questions about what it's 
like to go to Mass make me really ap-
preciate that I have the freedom to go. 
It feels like I need to be there for both of 
us. 
 Fr. Mike Chapman hears confes-
sions at the jail, and watching the joy 
on the faces of the inmates as they 
come out of confession made me real-
ize that I need to face my fear of con-
fession and find the joy that they have. 
After hearing Cassandra tell me how 
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Cassandra being baptized by 
Deacon Roy Forsythe

After her confirmation, Deacon 
Roy asked that Cassandra in 
her state of grace bless him

Continued from page 14
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wonderful confession was, I had to ad-
mit my fear to her. She got after me, 
telling me I was really missing out on 
something beautiful our faith requested 
of us. As Advent approached, I had the 
chance to go to the penance service. 
Hearing her words in my head, I forced 
myself to go, though I started to bolt 
about a dozen times. I was one of the 
last people to confess, but what Cas-
sandra said was true. Great peace and 
joy came over me. Cassandra and the 
others challenge me and help me to be 
a better Catholic. I'm not always the 
mentor.

Do you have mentoring or coun-
seling experience?
My degree is in Business Administra-
tion. One time I contacted a friend who 
has credentials in counseling, telling 
her that I had concerns about having 
no formal training. I will never forget her 
comment to me. She said, "It says no-
where in the Bible that you need a de-
gree. The inmates know you are there 
because you care. They feel your love, 
and no degree can teach you that."
 The inmates who come to see 
us want to change. Sometimes they 
just don't know how. Will they change? 
That isn't for me to worry with or judge. 
I only care for the person before me. 
Really, they aren't much different than 
the people I know on the outside.

How can people help?
Prayer is one way that everyone can 
help. I periodically send an email to 
friends who have agreed to pray for 
the inmates. They often have specific 
needs that they would like prayers for, 
and so I communicate their requests 
and news. If anyone wants to be includ-
ed in the email distribution, they can let 
me know at sallyriesenberg@hotmail.
com. Aside from that, just keep those 
paperbacks and magazines coming. 
 I have had times when I could 
be selfish with the books I hand out in 
fear that I won’t get more great books. 
But  then I remember, if God wants this 
done, He will provide good books. If the 
books don’t show up, He didn’t want it 
done. About the time I trust God again 
and open my hand and let the books 
go – I will receive an extra-large batch 
much better than what I let go of. It is 
amazing.

 Early on in this process I would 
only give each inmate one book. I then 
decided that if my desire was to get as 
many books into the inmates' hands as 
possible (they are always encouraged 
to take them back and share), I needed 
to trust that God would provide books 
for the next week. I began to fill my bag 
as full as possible and make sure the 
books were all gone when I left each 
week.
 The week after I made that de-
cision, I received a call from Joe and 
Sandy Cory letting me know they had 
access to over 500 mysteries left over 
from a neighbor’s garage sale if I want-
ed them. Again, God had let me know 
He was in charge and could provide the 
books if I would simply hand them out. 
 Over and over I see the fishes and 
loaves story come to life before me. I 
asked a few people for prayer cards or 
cards of encouragement to hand out 
with the cookies we delivered at Christ-
mas - it was a last-minute thought for 
me, and I knew I needed to put it on 
the calendar next year to ask sooner. 
I thought I might have 100 cards, but 
not only did I have enough cards for 
the 2,600 cookies we delivered, but a 
few left over to boot! The joy on the in-
mates' faces as we handed them their 
big cookie with a little card was the best 
Christmas gift I think any of us had. 
With each cookie and card we heard a 
big "Thank you and God bless you." It 
wasn't the cookie or the card but the 
love that they felt. They weren't forgot-
ten.
 If anyone out there has good, 
clean paperbacks in Spanish to give 
away, we'd love to have them. And we 
need books and magazines specifically 
geared toward men, too. We have over 
1,600 of them to provide for, and paper-
backs don't last long, even when the in-
mates try to be careful with them.
 Maybe the best single way for 
people to help is to live their Catholic 
faith to the fullest, because it makes a 
difference in the lives of those around 
us, and that difference can extend far 
beyond the actual encounters. 
 One young mother told us that the 
reason she had come to see the Catho-
lic Deacon was because of the example 
of the Catholic parents and a Catholic 
coach on her son's high school football 
team. While I don't remember why she 
was in jail, I remember that she said the 

only parents on the team that reached 
out to her and her son were a group 
of Catholic parents. She said her son 
had gone to Mass with his coach a few 
times, and he had stepped up to take 
the role of the father that her son's own 
father hadn't done. She wanted to be-
come Catholic, because she felt that 
Catholics are the only ones that truly 
lived their faith in reaching out to a fam-
ily in need.
 When I say that I learn from these 
women, this is a perfect example. I 
have to look in the mirror and ask, 
"Which of the women I am. Am I the 
one who sat in the back and made fun 
of this woman, or am I part of the group 
that stepped forward with a welcoming 
smile?" I hope that God will continue to 
move in my life, that I will grow in the 
compassion and love that it takes to be 
a good Christian.

What does the future hold for the 
prison ministry?
Only time will tell! Please pray for con-
tinued success in the collection of good 
paperbacks and magazines. One of my 
hopes for the future is to have volun-
teers willing to go cell-to-cell on certain 
days to offer books and magazines. 
This is my goal for the future, and I be-
lieve it will happen.
 How do I not smile as I remember 
when the Chaplain mentioned to the 
County Commissioner that I was going 
to be starting a library. I laughed to my-
self that it was never going to happen, 
as I had no skills, time or desire for it. 
Well, I was wrong. It's happening! God 
can work through anyone. I am that 
perfect example of Mother Teresa's 
saying that God doesn't choose the 
qualified, he qualifies the chosen. We 
are his chosen simply because we say, 
"Yes." It is amazing to watch Him open 
the doors to get His work done...sim-
ply amazing. And NO, I will never have 
enough paperbacks. I have friends 
that are going to talk to the priests at 
St. Eugene's and St. Thomas More to 
see if they can begin collections at their 
churches.

To be added to the prison ministry 
prayer chain or to learn more 

about prison ministry, please email 
sallyriesenberg@hotmail.com.



Thank you
We are grateful to the following parish-
ioners for their service on the Christ the 
King Parish Council:

David Chansolme
Fred Kempf
Jana Staples

Parish Council nominees agree to 
serve a term of three years, if elect-

ed. The Council meets several times a 
year to consult with Fr. Rick about par-
ish matters. Though in itself the Council 
is not a decision-making body, they of-
ten are asked to help Fr. Rick to make 
decisions or to provide their "stamp of 
approval." Each member comes with 
his or her unique perspective, experi-
ence and expertise, and some mem-
bers function as liaison between the 
Council and other parish groups. A few 
of the members are appointed, but the 
core of the Council are its elected mem-
bers. The men and women who are 
nominated and agree to run are deeply 
appreciated for their willingness to give 
of themselves, their time and talents, 
to further the mission of Christ through 
stewardship of his Church. May God 
bless each of these nominees for their 
generosity of spirit. Three of them will 
be elected to the 2013-2016 term of the 
Christ the King Parish Council on the 
weekend of May 18-19. Voting will take 
place during all Masses. If you will be 
out of town that weekend but wish to 
cast your vote, please contact Kelly in 
the parish office at 242-4516 or kelly@
ckokc.org for an absentee ballot.
 In June, Fr. Rick and the Parish 
Council will welcome the newly elected 
members and say thank you to those 
members who have completed their 
terms at a special dinner in their honor.

Parish Council Elections May 18-19

The following biographical informa-
tion has been provided by the can-

didates in order to help you make your 
choices in the upcoming Parish Council 
election.

Barbara Brou has been a member 
of Christ the King for 38 years. She 
married Paul Brou in 1962, and they 
are the proud parents of Sharon Tons-
eth, married to Ed; Leslie Shaffer, mar-
ried to Eric; Dana Hill, married to Ron-
ald; David Brou; and Jennifer Thielke, 
married to David. They also have 12 
wonderful grandchildren. Barbara is 
a homemaker and community volun-
teer. She graduated from high school 
in Donaldsonville, La., and business 
school in Baton Rouge, La. Barbara 
served on the CK PTO Board and on 
the CK School Board when her children 
attended CK school. She has chaired 
major fund raisers for both school and 
parish, most recently on the Bridge to 
Greystone Committee. She is a Eucha-
rist Minister, helps with Meals for the 
Homeless, serves on the funeral din-
ners committee and co-leads a Gather 
group. She sponsors a Peru Family-
to-Family and went on Peru Mission 
trip with her grandson Drew five years 
ago. Barbara also currently serves on 
the St. Anthony Foundation Board, the 
OK Civic Center Foundation Board, the 
Deaconess Pregnancy and Adoption 
Services Fund Raising Board and has 
served on committees for OK Catholic 

Charities over the last 2 years. Barbara 
tells us, "I would like to be on the Par-
ish Council because Paul and I feel 
so connected to this parish, because 
of the many years we have been here 
and because of the CK community. We 
have always believed in "giving back" 
to the schools and our church family. 
Also, our five children have all attended 
CK and then gone on to McGuinness. 
Presently, we have four grandchildren 
attending CK school and three at-
tending BMHS. So our interests and 
involvement continue to be with CK - 
both the school and the parish.

Louis Gasbarra has been a parish-
ioner for six years. He and his wife of 
ten years, Tracy, have two children who 
attend Christ the King, Gabriella (7) and 
Michael (6). Louis is a financial advisor. 
He grew up at Rosary Catholic school 
and graduated from Bishop McGuin-
ness High School. He has a Business 
Adminstration degree from Hanover 
College. Louis is a Habitat for Humanity 
Lead Coordinator, Treasurer for the Ex-
ecutive Board of BMHS Alumni, Chair-
man of the Board for Tri City Youth and 
Family Center in Choctaw and a Eur-
charistic Minister at Christ the King. Tri 
City Youth and Family Center is a non-
profit that meets monthly to discuss the 
best way to service the greatest num-
ber of our clients in the most cost effi-
cient manner. As a Financial Advisor he 
routinely helps his clients manage their 
assets. Louis tells us, "I would like to be 
on the Parish Council because Christ 
the King has welcomed my wife and 
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family to the Parish with open arms. I 
hope that through my service on the 
Council I can continue to demonstrate 
those same principles."

Brandon Hale and his wife, Ste-
fanie, have been married for 11 years 
and have four children: Elise (8), So-
fia (7), Colette (4) and Thomas (2). 
Elise and Sofia attend Christ the King 
school, and Colette will begin Kinder-
garten at CK School in August. The 
Hales have been parishioners for three 
years. Brandon is an Assistant U.S. At-
torney (federal prosecutor) with a BA in 
History from Baylor University ('00) and 
a law degree from OU ('03). He serves 
as a J.A.G. Corps officer in the U.S. 
Navy Reserve, which entails about 50 
duty days per year. At Christ the King 
he participates in That Man Is You, a 
men's faith-formation program. He has 
over seven years of experience inves-
tigating and prosecuting child-exploita-
tion cases and believes this might give 
him some insights on Safe Environment 
issues. He has served as Naval officer 
for ten years (active duty and reserve), 
which has given him some leadership 
experience. Brandon says, "About 11 
years ago something about Catholi-
cism piqued my interest. I studied the 
faith, concluded it was true, and con-
verted. Ever since, I’ve been excited 
about the Church’s New Evangeliza-
tion mission, as articulated by Bl. John 
Paul II. So I’ve taught RCIA, spoken on 
Catholic apologetics, led Bible studies, 
and I read quite a bit on Catholic cul-
tural engagement. I think these experi-
ences could equip me to help our par-
ish advance the New Evangelization. I 
would like to be on the Parish Council 
because my family is blessed by Christ 
the King parish, and I’d be grateful for 
the opportunity to reciprocate a little bit 
as a Parish Council member."

Josh Neikirk and his wife Amanda 
have been members of Christ the King 
since 2009. Josh was born and raised 
in Oklahoma City where he was a mem-
ber of Epiphany of the Lord parish. It 
was at Epiphany that he was baptized 
and received his first communion. Josh 
attended Saint Charles Catholic School 
and later graduated from Bishop Mc-
Guiness Catholic High School in 1998. 
After high school, Josh earned a de-
gree in Political Science and a minor in 
History from Oklahoma State Univer-
sity. Currently Josh works in Division 
Orders at Devon Energy Company. 
He has served as Gather Group facili-
tator, a member of the young married 
couples planning committee, and as a 
Eucharistic Minister. Josh and Amanda 
place great importance on their Catho-
lic Faith and being active members of 
Christ the King Parish as they raise 
their son, Ethan.  

Richie Splitt married his highschool 
sweetheart, Jill, and they have three 
beautiful children: Sicily (sophomore 
at OU), Madison (junior at Bishop Mc-

Guinness) and Braydon (Pre-K at CK). 
The Splitts have been parishioners at 
Christ the King for two years. Richie 
has a Master of Science degree from 
OU and a Master of Business Adminis-
tration degree from OCU. He is part of 
a Gather group at Christ the King and 
serves with United Way and the YMCA 
Council. He has special qualifications 
in facility planning and management. 
Richie tells us that he would like to 
serve on the Parish Council, "because 
my family and I are relatively new to 
the neighborhood and parish. This is a 
great opportunity to serve while learn-
ing more about CK and our parishon-
ers."

Scott Smith has been a parishioner 
for 12 years, though he and his wife, 
Heidi, were married at Christ the King 
25 years ago. Scott and Heidi have two 
children. Their daughter, Mackenzie, is 
a junior at OSU, and their son, Ransom, 
graduates from McGuinness this May. 
Both of the children attended Christ the 
King School. Scott received internation-
al business degrees from Oklahoma 
State University and the Thunderbird 
International Business School. He is 
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Com-
munion, past Assistant Scout Master of 
Troop 120 at Christ the King and a Fes-
tival of the Arts volunteer. His extended 
family has seen 8 cousins attend Christ 
the King Catholic School, and both par-
ish and school have been a big part of 
the Smith family's lives over the last 
several years. Scott would like to be on 
the Parish Council because, "The par-
ish has given much to our family and, 
along with my wife's work at Christ the 
King school, I hope to support the con-
tinued growth of our faith."
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